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from March 1915 onwards openly opposed the French
and in 1917, operating from Spanish Morocco, caused
them serious uneasiness
In May 1915 an incident occurred which had far-
reaching consequences It seems to have been due to
the fact that while the authorities at Madrid and the
diplomats were anxious for peace by negotiation,
General Sylvestre was still intent on Raisuh's destruc-
tion At any rate, an emissary despatched by the
Spanish Minister at Tangier with a letter to Raisuli was
waylaid and murdered en route Morocco is one vast
whispering gallery, and soon every one knew that
Spanish military men were involved, as a result of the
ensuing scandal General Sylvestre and General Marina,
the High Commissioner, were both recalled
The commander at Melilla, General Jordana, was
then appointed High Commissioner and instructed to
negotiate with Raisuli It was one thing to issue in-
structions, but quite another to carry them out The
murdered man had been a close personal friend of the
brigand chieftain, who was furious, and not unnaturally
declared he could never trust the Spaniards again
At last after endless negotiations an agreement was
reached between the Spanish government and Raisuli
whereby he was acknowledged as a powerful and semi-
independent chieftain of the Jibala This was the
situation when, just as the Armistice was declared in
France, General Jordana died suddenly and General
Berenguer was appointed High Commissioner in his
stead